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dy Lords , 5 


Ou know I ſeldom make oceckes: yet (my Lords) every thing 
FO would live; and now I muſt either find a Torgue, or loſe my 
Tam accus'd for fitting here, when your Lordſhips fled 
fo the Army ; Alas, my Lords, I am an old man, I muſt ft ; you 
>. may ride or runany whither, but I am an old man. You voted 
them Trajtors who left the Houſe, and went to York ;, they told vs 

then they were forc'd away by Tumnits - Do not You ſay ſo to? were the 
Traytors for going, and am I a Traytor fer ftay?ng £ 'sDeath (my Lords ) what 
would you have me do ? hereafter Tle neither go nor ftay. I have ſerved you' 7 
years, what have yougiven me, unleſs part of a Thanksgiving Dinner, for whith 
you made me Faſt once a Month? I was fed like a Prince at the K1n o's coſt, 
twice every day,\lonj before ſome of you were- born) and this Krns conti- 
nued, nay, ont-did. ki Father 1n heaping favours upon me : Yet(for your ſakes) 
I renounc'd my Maſter when he had molt need of me ; voted againſt him, ſwore 
againſt him, "hired men to fight againſt him : I confeſs, I my ſelf never ftruckat 
him, nor ſhot at him ;' but T-prayed for thoſe that did : I gave my Tenants their 
Leaſes Fine-free, if they would riſe avd reſiſt the Kine. And-yet (my Lo#ds) 
ofter all this;muſt I be a Traztor f Have I hot ſworn: for you over and over again? 
Tow ſent me on your Errahds to Oxford, to Oxbridge;to Newe file, to Holdenby'; 
'you hurried me up and/down as if I had been a Kimg: You made ite (carry a 
World of iPropoſitions, T Btought therh all fafe and found 5 what 'ybu biU-che iy, 
A [ 


[2] 
I ſpake to a ſyllablez and had the Kin 6 ask'd me how old I was, without yout 
Commiſſion I ſhould not have told him, and yet (my*Lords ) I am an old man; 
Remember how I (tuck to you againſt Strafford and Canterbury ; ſome of you 
ſhrunk at Str affora's Tryal , that your Names were like to be poſted with 4alig- 
ants; and for Canterbury , many of you would have had him /ive, my Lord 
of Northumberland and others would have no hand in his Blood, but | gave you 
the caſting voice, which ſent him packing ito another World 3 and yet now 
would you ſend me after him? Have I not fate withy on early and Jate 2 When 
the Parliament tumbled, and tolled, and rolled it ſelf, on this fide, and on 
that fide, (till I was for the Parliament; though I ſtaid here with Pre»byteriare 
Lord's, yet when you return'd I was firm for zov. All the other Lords left you in 
the Houſe when Sir Thomas's Chaplain gave thanks for your return ; but I (aid 
and pray'd with you , and am ( for ought I know) as great an Independent 
as any of you all. | rejoyced with you, faſted, ſupg Pſalms, prayed with 
you, and (hereafter) will run away with ye. Nay, I had done it now, but who 
knew your minds? If ye meant I ſhould fofow ye, why did ye not wink upon 
me? Fhink ye I could runaway by inſiin# * My Zords, you know I love 
Dogs, and (though I fay it) I thank God I have as good Dogs as any man in 
England ; now (my Lords) if a Dog follow me when I do not call him I bid him 
be gone; if I call him and he comes not, then I beat him; but if I beat bim 
for not coming when I never call'd him, you'l think me mad z 's Death (my 
Lords) *Tis a poor Dog is not worth the whiſtling. 4928 

But perhaps my fault is not meer ſiayizg here,but being ative in your ab- 
ſence, becauſe in my Robes agd Collar of SS. I brought up Mr. Pe/ham the 
Commons new Speaker , why,what if I did ; 1s not Mr. Pelham my own Couſin ? 
would your Lordſhips have me uncivil to my kizdred? why might not I ex- 


tertain the new Speaker as well as Sir Robert Harley intreat us to 4dmit him £ 


Mr. Pelham is none of Sir Robert's Coulin, and yer Sir Robert is an old man. 

I hear ſome ſay, that was forward to begin a newWar, that my Hand is to all 
the warrants for liiting Men and Horſe ; and in order thereunto 7 voted His 
. Maje(ty ſhould come to London. *Tis true (my Lords) Idid give my Yote for the 
KING's coming hither ; but wherefore was it « 'twas onely to come to chuſe 
a new Speaker : what would ye have us dumb, and fit here like Ferrezs ? My 
Lords, I love to hear men ſpeak ; and all the Lawyers told me, No King, 0 
Speaker ; that either the Com:mors muſt weme their Speaker, and the K 1 NG 
approve him, or the K 1 N' & name him, and the Commons prove him, »o King, 
no Speaker And (o I was for the King , that is, for the Speaker. 

Then (my Lords) obſerve the zanner of his coming: the K /N'G was to 
come according to the Covenant ; mark ye thaty I was ſtill for my 0aths: let 
him come whea he will, if the Covexazt fetch him, he had as good ſtay away. 
And yet men cry ſhame on the Covexazt ; thoſe that zook it do caſt it wp again, 
and thoſe that refuſe it have given a world of Arguments that it is «reaſonable, 


which reaſons our Aſſembly (like a Company of Raſcals) never yet anſwer'd. I 


know (my Lords ) many of our Friends never took this Oath, but they 
refus'd it out of meer Conſcience; ſhall /a/igzants Conlciences be as tender as 
ours ? why, what do they think our Conſciences are made of £ But (my Lords) 


{uppoſe this Oath be #nreaſonable ; can we do nothing but we mult give 6 
or 


”— —_ 


[43 3] 


for it , this 1s as bad as the Houle of Commons, who when we opp to pals any 
ves Bl 


Ordinance, prelently ſend to know our reaſons, though themſelves give ro 
reaſon: for demanding ors, And fo Malignants would have reaſonable Oaths, 
only here's rhe difference, the Houſe of Commons do ule to demand Realons, 
and Malignants deſire to be (ufter'd to give Reaſons. My Lords, 1 love nct 
this giving of rzeaſoxs, though I hold the Covenant 1s extreme reaſonable, for 
as ſome Malignants take 1t to ſave their eſtates, (o we grve it to make them 
loſe their cltates, both love the efate,and both hate the Covenant, Thus(my Lords) 
we have Reaſoz for this Oath, and Your Lordſhips have No Reaſox to make me 
a Trayter while I give my Vote according to the Covenant, 

As for ſigning Warrants to raiſe a New War, I wonder you'l ſpeak of it ; have 
not you all done it a hundred times? how many Reams of Paper have we ſub- 
ſcrib'd to raiſe Forces for King and Parliament f *Tis known I can ſcarce write 
a word beſides my Name : Cannot a Man write his own Name without lofing his 
Head ? If I muſt give account for what I ſet my band to, Lord have mercy 
upon me ! I ſee now my Grandfather was a wiſe Man , he could neither write 
nor read, and happy for me if I were ſo too. Come, come my Lords, be plain 
and tell me, do I look like one that would raiſe a New ar ? I mult confeſsI love 
a good Army, but if there be none till I raiſe it, Soldiers of Fortume may change 
their Names. No, (my Zords )*twas not I, 'twas the Eleven Members would have 
rais'd a Warzyou ſee they were guilty by their running away, I oeither ran with 
ther,nor with you, T do not like this ruznivg away, love to ſtay by itz and whether 
was for War, that ſtayed in Town,or You that went toan Army £ The Devil of 
Horfe did 1. liſt but in my New Coach, nor uſed any Harneſs but my Collar 
of S-S, And will you for this clap me in the Tower £ You ſent me thither fix 
years ſince for but handling a Standiſh , and now you'l commit me for writing 
my Name; what (my Lords) do you hate Learning? Can you not ex4 or begin a 
Parliament without ſending me to the Tower? Do your Lordſhips mean to make 
me a Lurd Major It I needs muſt go, I pray you, ſend me home, to B ynara's 
C aſtle or Durhiuz Houſe, ( a damnable Fire burnt my Houſe at Wilton, juſt that 
\ hour I mov'd Your Lordſhips to drive Maligoants out of Loxdon.) But why tg 
the /ower am I company for Zyons? do you think me a Cattamountain,fit to be 
ſhown through a Grate for two pence £ No,my Lord's, keep the Tower for Malig- 
nants, they canerdure it, ſome of them have been Priſoners 7 years; they can 
feed upon bare Allegiance, pleaſe themſelves with Diſcourſes of Conſcience, of 
Honour, of a Righteous Cauſe, and I know not what : But what's this to me ? 
How will thoſe Malignants look upon me ? nay, how ſhall I look upon them? | 
confeſs ſome of them love my Son's company , they ſay he's more a Gentleman, 
and has wit - *sDeath (my Lords) muſt I now turn Gentleman 2 1 thoughtI had 
been a Peer of the Kealz, : and am Inow a Gentleman £ Let my Son keep his Wit 
his poor Father ne*re got two pence by his #7#t. Alas,(my Lords)what hurt can 
do you? Or what good will it do you to have my Head? I am but a Ward, my 
Lord Say hath diſpos'd of we theſe ſever years ; I am no Lawyer,though the Little- 
tors call me Couſin 5 I am no Scholar,though I have been their Chancelour ; Iam 
no States ar, though I was a Privy-Connſel/our; I know not what you mean by 
the Three Eſtates, Laſt June the Army demanded a Releaſe for Lilburne, Muſ- 
grove, and. Overtor, I thought They were the Three Eſtates, I thank Tag [ 

ave 
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have a good Eſtate of my own, and I havetheEſtates of my Lord Baynine's 
Children, and I have my Lord of Carnarvaz's Eſtate; theſe are my Three 
Fftates. And yet (my Lords ) mult I to the Tower © Confider we are but a few 
Lords left, come, let's love, and be kind to one another : The Cavaliers quar- 
relÞd among themſelves, beat one another, and loſt all. Let Us be wiſer, m 
Lords ; for had we fallen into their condition, my Conſcience tells me we had 
look'd moſt wofully. 

I perceive Your Z»rdſbips begin to think better of me, and I hear yon would 
quit me if I were not charg'd by the Agitators and General Council of the Army, 
How 2 Agitator f 'sDeath, what's that ? Who ever heard that word before? I 
underſtand Claſſical, Provincial, Congregational, National, but for Agitator , it 
may (for ought I know) be a Knave not worth three pence: If Agztators cut 
Noble-men's throats, you'l find the Dewz/ has been an Agitator. As for the Genes 
ral Countil, | hate the Name of it, *tis old and naught, and vs'd to be fall of 
Biſhops ; thoſe fellows have troubled us ever ſince the Apoſiles ; I thought we 
had made 'em poor enough, and is their Name come again to torment me ? M 
Lords, | undetſtand not theſe Gemeral Coxncils,thoſe of old (they fay) were Chri- 
[tians,and theſe are Independents : What a damnable deal of General/ing is here! 
General Aſſembly, General of the Army, General Conncil of the Army ; we never had 
quiet hour ſince we had ſo many Generals, Well, my Lords, theſe are hard 
times, and we make them worſe with hard words, which neither we.,nor our 
Fathers underſtood. Heretofore Biſhops went Jure Divinzo, then Elders would 
be Jure Diviro, and now Agitators will be Fure Divino (Dam me,I think nothin) 
is Fure Divins bur God,) Call you this a through Reformation? what betwixt the 
Aſſemblers and the Ag#tators 1 am reformd' to meer sKin and bone. My Lords, 
if theſe *tators muſt rule the Kingdom,why are not we our ſelves Agitators ? why 
may not I make Oldſworth an Agitator £ His abilities and bonefty are equal to 
moſt of *em. But (for ought I ſee) Agitators will ſooner be Earls of Pembroke and 
Moztgomery,than we Aeg#tators: for the Parliament leads the People, the Army leads 
the Parliament, Sir Thomas leads the Army, Cromwel leads Sir Thomas, Ireton leads 
Crommel, Agitators will lead Iretor $ whither the Devil ſhall we all be led at laſt? 

My Lerds, ye ſeeI have ſpoke my mind; I hope every week fome of your Lord- 
ſhips will do the like 5 and the Commons in this (though in nothing elſe) will 
follow the Houfe of Peers. FETs | 

But I have done, I have done, my Lords : Remember I beſeech you Tam an 
old man, 1 have been a Grandfather tine oxt of ind, (for I was ſo when this 
Parliament began) and now muſt I be food for Agitators O my Lords, I have 
uſed the Kix o foill, and He lov'd me fo well ; and I have ferv'd you fo well, 
and you ule me ſo il], that no man is ſorry for me ; Therefore my Requeſt is, 
that you wonld not think of ſending me to the Tower, *cill ſome body pities me. 


F INT Ss, 


